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"A certain blind man named Abdallah Ebn Omrn
Mactiim came and interrupted Muhammad while he was
engaged in earnest discourse with some of the principal
Kuraish, of whose conversion he had hopes; but, the
Prophet taking no notice of him, the blind man, not
knowing that Muhammad was otherwise busied, raised
his voice, and said, c O apostle of God, teach me some
part of what God hath taught thee'; but Muhammad,
vexed at this interruption, frowned, and turned away
from him," for which he was reprehended afterwards by
his conscience. This episode was the source of the
revelation entitled "He Frowned." "The Prophet
frowned, and turned aside," so runs Chapter Ixxx. of the
Kunin, " because the blind man came unto him ; and how
clost thou know whether he shall peradventure be cleansed
from his sins ; or whether he shall be admonished, and
the admonition shall profit him ? The man who is
wealthy thou receivest with respect; but him who corneth
unto thee earnestly seeking his salvation, and who fearest
God, dost thou neglect By no means shouldst thou act
thus." We are also told that the Prophet, whenever he
saw Ebn Omm Macttim after this, showed him marked
respect, saying, " The man is welcome on whose account
my Lord hath reprimanded me," and that he made him
twice Governor of Medina. And yet many still persist in
calling Muhammad a charlatan. Surely a prophet who,
in reproving others, spared not himself, has won the right
to be respected as an honest man. For my part I believe
him to have been one whose word was his bond, and whose
hand it had been good to grasp.

As for his having been a mere victorious soldier, he
was in the beginning " precisely in a minority of one."
Your Napoleon finds in patriotism his most successful
recruiting sergeant. But the call of patriotism had